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THE CIELER

A MERICA

CHEYEN\E

by LEWIS

ORDYKL

Wyorming's temporary capital for the lest eightythree fears,

(hevenne is the permianent r;x|xilu| of the Wild West, Here out-

Jwsstill hokd up the tase, Sious war whoopssplit the night, and

sivun i prevails for one miproarmy month every summer,

This is the 102ud of a series of artieles on
Ameriea's most eolorful eities. The next,
which deals with Charlotte, North Carolina,
will appear in the June Zird issue,

W OUNG ACTING Old Cheyenne, ~'|l|’!ﬂ‘1‘|N‘|
in the Wyoming hills on the main street
of America—the east-wost Lincoln High-
way ~has set. taelf up a8 a colorful oufly-

ing shapping distriet and pausiag place for wander-
ing Americans, And as the capital, alihough harely
in Wyoming, Cheyenne has the desirable occupation
of running the “wonderful” slate

Farliest referencos to Cheyenne reveal that within
a week after its birth, a8 a raw and gun-oaring
amp the first transcontinental railroad, the
Union Pacific, it was called " Old Chevenne,” This
may have been becausé il wae crammed from the
start with a potent mixture of all Lhe lusty elements
of the frontier West —boomars, Indians, cowhoys,

fiffraff-and it lived so violently that it aged
quickly.

But there i nothing senile about Cheyenne, It
B npmu[luu and |JI‘M§ and as enthusiastie a5 a
junior chamber of commerce. Some of this vigor
o it origin o an altitude of 6062 feet and to
ahout as eharp weather as ever hit a naked prairie,
and the cify's provineial sauciness is probably &
result of having plenty of elbawroom. At the point
where the Lincoln Highway and the north-south
Yellowstone Highway cross, in front of the Union
Paciic depat, thera is a sign gaying: 500 Migs
West 10 Saur Lake. 500 Mivgs Fast 1o Ouans.
00 MrLgs Sourh 1o Sk Fi, 500 Miues Nowti
10 YerLowstone. A café on the comner of the
intersection s pamed the Midway,

Glorifying Lhese wide-open spices and the hairy-
chested events of a rugged past, Cheyenne plays
cowboy, parades Western dfmosphere and pract-
ally oozes the scent of saddle leather. It is probably
the only American municipality with a show mote
widely |u|1m-|1 than he lllj {hat puts it on, Ina
wuceessful run of fifty-four years, this act, the

At the hes " Capi il . e = : )
ad of Capitol Avenue is the Capitol of Wyoming, which has been provisionally located in

sheepherders, minees and beautiful and crooked elimax of which is known as Frontier U”_V*\ has Cheyenne since 1868, The city has never been able to swing enough votes t ke it
3 s . s otes to make it permanent.
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Quick Facts for 2006

-Wyoming:
-population highest ever: 515,004 (1.2%).
-job growth: 12,800; 4.9% (2"9in U.S.), mining 17%.

-per capita income grew 9.0% (2nd in U.S.) to $40,676.
-consumer spending was up 12%.
-state revenue outpaced forecast levels.

-Inflation outpaced U.S. 4.4% vs. 2.5% .
Laramie County:

- -population growth rate: 0.4%.
-job growth rate: 2.6%, construction sector 14%.
-wage rate growth: 9.6%.
-consumer spending: 6.1%.
-sales and use tax collections: 7.5%.
-residential housing slow down: -42%.
-Inflation (3.5%) lower than Wyoming average.
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Decennial Population for Wyoming and Selected Counties
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Percent Change in Resident Population by County: 2000 - 2006

% change
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Median Age
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Employment by Industry for Wyoming and Laramie County: 2005

(Includes: full and part-time wage and salary jobs, and proprietors employment.)

Wyoming Laramie County

: — Agriculture| |Miningl | cConstruction
Agriculture| | Mining 1.9% |\ 0.3% 6.5%
4.1% 7.1%

Government c t ti
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o . .
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis Government - 4th
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Portfolio of Laramie County Industry Clusters by Job Growth Rate and Wage Rate
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Total Employment for Wyoming and Laramie County: 1977-2006
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Job Growth Outlook:

Annual Percent Growth In Non-Farm Employment
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Percent Change of Wyoming Employment by County: 2003 - 2006
Wyoming = 10.4%
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U.S., Wyoming, and Laramie County Unemployment Rates
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Per Capita Personal Income for U.S., Wyoming, and
Laramie County: 1977 to 2006 (in current dollars)
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Percent Change of Wyoming Wage Rate by County: 2003 - 2006
Wyoming =22.5%
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Residential Building Permits Authorized
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Annual Percent Change of Single Family House Price
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Wyoming Comparative Cost of Living Index - 2Q07
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Note: Starting with the 2Q03 WCLI report, North Lincoln County (Afton) is included in the comparative index,
and is tabulated seperately from South Lincoln County (Kemmerer). Source: Wyoming Economic Analysis Division
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Outlook for Wyoming

» Energy price and production is the key component.
» Above average growth in near-term.

Population to average 1% per year.

Employment to average 2% per year

Low unemployment rate and high-paying energy-related jobs will support
strong income growth.

Budget increase spurs construction projects, supporting income and job gains.
Incentives help to attract quality companies/businesses into the state.

Inflation will continue to outpace U.S.

Low business costs and favorable tax structure to continue.

Housing affordability is still relatively high.

» Low diversification - high exposure to downturn in energy market, will hurt
employment and income growth.

» Tight labor market will continue to temper economic growth.
» Value added industries are important to long-term growth.

» Small population and rural nature of the state, less opportunities for skilled
and educated young people.
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Outlook for Laramie County

» Population growth around 1% per year.

» Employment average about 2% per year.
— Professional businesses, healthcare services, and local government.

» Low unemployment rate, tight labor market.

» Economy is more diversified than Wyoming due to
the small mining, but much less diversified than U.S.
average due to the large proportion of government.

» Benefit from large government: relatively stable employment
and income.

» Benefit from statewide mining boom: local government
revenue, government and school capital construction, low cost of living.

» Residential housing slowdown further in the near
future (flat rental rate and housing price; high # of
homes on market).

» As it occurs In everywhere else, population
continues to age; baby boomers are about to leave
labor force.
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THANK YQOU!

Economic Analysis Division — EAD

“Wyoming’s Source for Business and Economic
Information”

http://eadiv.state.wy.us

ead@state.wy.us
(307) 777-7504
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